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where chantry and similar foundations were numerous enough
to support a body of priests under collegiate organization,
and several priests could be designated as teachers, schools
sometimes grew up that rivaled in size and in character of
work the schools of the cathedral foundations. It no longer
occurs that these schools are controlled by monastic teachers,
for aside from the mendicant orders, the monks have largely
ceased their general educational activities.
Another type of school, yet more free from ecclesiastical
control, was the guild school. Very commonly did the mer-
chant and craft guild support priests for the performance of
all sorts of religious services for their members. Such priests
saw the child of the guild member received into the world
with proper religious rites and saw him decently out; he
celebrated for him all the sacraments ; frequently he kept
school. Some guilds established schools of great repute,
which have had long histories. The Merchant Taylors' School
of London is probably the most notable. Ordinarily the
school was but an elementary one, though often it was also
a grammar school for the children of the guild members or
for others. Such schools would ordinarily give instruction
in other subjects than Latin, and frequently before the
Renaissance came to give instruction in the vernacular.
With the coalescing of the guild organization and the early
municipal government, these schools along with many of the
parish schools mentioned above, became in^many commu-
nities the iburgher! schools. Such schools were largely con-
trolled and supported by secular authorities, and in the
content of their school work better represented the economic
interests and demands of the citizens. They were often
taught by priests, though lay teachers became more and more
numerous. In a similar way private schools, usually of most
elementary character, more responsive to new economic and
social demands, sprang up. However irregular these private
schools were, they yet contributed to the development of